
DfE expectations for remote learning. 
 
In developing their remote education, we expect schools to:  
 
• teach a planned and well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and skills are built 
incrementally, with a good level of clarity about what is intended to be taught and 
practised in each subject so that pupils can progress through the school’s curriculum  

• select a digital platform for remote education provision that will be used consistently 
across the school in order to allow interaction, assessment and feedback and make sure 
staff are trained and confident in its use.  

• overcome barriers to digital access for pupils by:  

• distributing school-owned laptops accompanied by a user agreement or contract  

• providing printed resources, such as textbooks and workbooks, to structure 
learning, supplemented with other forms of communication to keep pupils on 
track or answer questions about work.  

• It may also be that some pupils who have difficulty engaging in remote education may 
be considered to be vulnerable children, and therefore eligible to attend provision in 
person. As outlined in the guidance, this is a decision based on local discretion and the 
needs of the child and their family, as well as a wide range of other factors.  
  
• have systems for checking, daily, whether pupils are engaging with their work, and 
work with families to rapidly identify effective solutions where engagement is a concern  

• identify a named senior leader with overarching responsibility for the quality and 
delivery of remote education, including that provision meets expectations for remote 
education  

• publish information for pupils, parents and carers about their remote education 
provision on their website by 25 January 2021 – an optional template is available to 
support schools with this expectation  
 
When teaching pupils remotely, we expect schools to:  
 
• set meaningful and ambitious work each day in an appropriate range of subjects  

• provide teaching that is equivalent in length to the core teaching pupils would receive in 
school. This will include both recorded or live direct teaching time and time for pupils to 
complete tasks and assignments independently, and will be as a minimum:  

• Key Stage 1: 3 hours a day on average across the cohort, with less for younger 
children  

• Key Stage 2: 4 hours a day  

• Key Stages 3 and 4: 5 hours a day  
 
Online video lessons do not necessarily need to be recorded by teaching staff at the 
school: Oak National Academy lessons, for example, can be provided in lieu of school-
led video content.  



• consider how to transfer into remote education what we already know about effective 
teaching in the live classroom by, for example:  

• providing frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by a teacher or through 
high-quality curriculum resources  

• providing opportunities for interactivity, including questioning, eliciting and reflective 
discussion  

• providing scaffolded practice and opportunities to apply new knowledge  

• enabling pupils to receive timely and frequent feedback on how to progress, using 
digitally-facilitated or whole-class feedback where appropriate using assessment to 
ensure teaching is responsive to pupils’ needs and addresses any critical gaps in pupils’ 
knowledge  
 
• avoiding an over-reliance on long-term projects or internet research activities  
 
We expect schools to consider these expectations in relation to the pupils’ age, stage of 
development or special educational needs, for example where this would place 
significant demands on parents’ help or support.  
 
Younger children in Key Stage 1 or Reception often require high levels of parental 
involvement to support their engagement with remote education, which makes digital 
provision a particular challenge for this age group. We therefore do not expect that 
solely digital means will be used to teach these pupils remotely.  
 
We also recognise that some pupils with Special Education Needs and Disabilities 
(SEND) may not be able to access remote education without adult support and so 
expect schools to work with families to deliver an ambitious curriculum appropriate for 
their level of need.  
 
 


