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  Friday 6th February 2026, week 19 
Hello Parents and Carers, 
 
Huge thanks to parents and carers for their valued contributions to Year 1’s Explorer day. Pupils 
had a great afternoon sampling food from around the world and finding out where it came 
from. Huge thanks too to our Y1 staff and pupils for making it a lovely afternoon! Please see 
ClassDojo for further details.  
 
British Council International School Award for Forest Fields Primary & Nursery School  
 
We are incredibluy proud of the community we serve, the languages and cultures within it, and the pupils, families 
and staff in our Forest Fields Family. Mrs Menzano went to an award ceromony at The Houses of Parliament on 
Moinday to receive our British Council International Schools Award for our school. We’re so proud of her and for 
all the hard work all members of staff have completed with our pupils on developing cultural capital and links with 
Turkey, Germany, and Tanzania, which are used to enhance pupils’ awareness of different ways of life, cultures, and global 
experiences. Please see the press release below: 
 

 

Press release 
05.02.2026 

  

British Council International School Award success for 

Forest Fields Primary and Nursery School 
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Forest Fields Primary and Nursery School in Nottingham has been awarded the British Council’s 

prestigious International School Award in recognition of its work to bring the world into the 

classroom. 

The award celebrates the achievements of schools that do exceptional work in global education. Bringing an 

international dimension into the curriculum is at the heart of the British Council’s work with schools, so that 

young people gain the cultural understanding and skills they need for life and work in today’s world. 

 

The 2026 award ceremony took place in Westminster on Monday 2 February and was attended by Members 

of Parliament and representatives from schools around the UK. 

 

Forest Fields Primary and Nursery School’s international work includes well-established links with Turkey, 

Germany, and Tanzania, which are used to enhance pupils’ awareness of different ways of life, cultures, and 

global experiences. During the previous academic year, all children in Key Stages 1 and 2 benefited from a 

range of international projects, including participation in a pen-pal program with pupils in Tanzania. Year 4 

pupils regularly take part in bilingual storytelling sessions delivered in collaboration with language students 

from the University of Nottingham, while Year 2 pupils share their geography projects with the school’s 

partner institution in Turkey. The school also had the pleasure of welcoming a teacher from its German 

partner school for a week, during which the whole school celebrated a German Day to mark the occasion and 

to learn more about the partner school and its pupils. In addition, the British Council has recognised that 

pupils at Forest Fields benefit from a Spanish language curriculum that exceeds national curriculum 

expectations, alongside a diverse music provision that supports the whole school approach to increase 

children’s cultural capital.  

 

Scott McDonald, Chief Executive of the British Council, said: ‘The school has earned this prestigious award 

through its inspirational international work and links with schools abroad.  

The International School Award is a chance for schools to be recognised for their important work bringing 

the world into their classrooms. The desire to build on their international work shines through and it is with 

upmost pride that we celebrate their achievements.   

By embedding an international dimension in children’s education, these schools are preparing their students 

for successful lives in the UK or further afield, empowering them to be global citizens, and are creating vital 

opportunities in an increasingly global economy.’ 
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Over 6000 International School Awards have been presented to successful schools in the UK since the 

scheme began in 1999. 

 

The International School Award encourages and supports schools to develop: 

 

• An international ethos embedded throughout the school 

• A whole school approach to international work 

• Collaborative curriculum-based work with several partner schools 

• Year-round international activity 

• Involvement of the wider community 

 

For more information about the International School Award, please contact 

schools@britishcouncil.org   

 

Notes to Editors: 

 

The British Council International School Award 

started in 1999 to recognise the schools leading the 

way in instilling and developing a global dimension 

into the learning experience of all children and 

young people. It is managed by the British Council. 

  

The British Council is the UK’s international 

organisation for cultural relations and educational 

opportunities. We support peace and prosperity by 

building connections, understanding and trust 

between people in the UK and countries worldwide. 

We do this through our work in arts and culture, 

education and the English language. We work with people in over 200 countries and territories and are on 

the ground in more than 100 countries. In 2024–25 we reached 599 million people. 

www.britishcouncil.org 

  

For more information, please visit: www.britishcouncil.org. You can also follow the British Council 

Schools social media channels www.twitter.com/Schools_British and 

www.facebook.com/Schools.BritishCouncil 

mailto:schools@britishcouncil.org
https://www.britishcouncil.org/school-resources/accreditation/international-school-award
http://www.britishcouncil.org/
http://www.britishcouncil.org/
http://www.twitter.com/Schools_British
http://www.facebook.com/Schools.BritishCouncil
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Culture Day  

 

On Friday 13th February we will be having an Hispanic Culture Day in school to celebrate Spanish being spoken 
across the South and Central America in February. Each year group will have a Spanish speaking country allocated to them 
and children can come to school in the colours of the flag of their chosen country. We look forward to seeing your creativity!  

Nursery / Reception: Spain - yellow and red 
Y1 Peru - red and white 
Y2 Cuba - red, white and blue 
Y3 Colombia - red, yellow, blue 
Y4 Mexico - red, white and green 
Y5 Venezuela - red, yellow, blue 
Y6 Argentina - white and light blue 

 
There will also be a special themed menu available on the day, including: 
Halal beef chilli 
Quorn burritos 
Please see below. 
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Culture Day Friday 13th February – the menu from the Nottingham City Catering Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Workshops  

Ms Lawson will be delivering a parent workshop on supporting child and adult 
mental health on Thursday 12th February from 2.30 to 3.30. Please come along – 
we look forward to seeing you all! 
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Wearing School Uniform 

Please can we have your continued support with ensuring your children wear their school 
uniform. We take great pride in belonging to our Forest Fields Family, and being smart in 
our forest green uniform – many thanks in advance for your help. 

 

Please save jewellery wearing for home 

Please can we have your continued support with children not wearing jewellery such as necklaces, bracelets, rings etc. to 
school. These can be easily lost, damaged, misplaced or can get caught and cause an injury. Many thanks for your support. 

Nottinghamshire festival of science and curiosity 

 
The Nottinghamshire festival of science and curiosity is a two-week festival of events and 
programmes sharing the wonders of Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths, and much more, 
across Nottingham and Nottinghamshire. The dates are in half term too!  Monday 9th - Friday 
20th February 2026. Please press the link below for further details. 
Events · Fosac 

 
 

Bike-ability 

Bike-ability cycle training is back at Forest Fields Primary 
and Nursery School for our Year 6 Students to ensure they 
are equip with the skills and confidence to cycle on our 
current roads. 

An email via Arbor has gone out this week with a link (also below) to sign your child up to the Bike-ability Program by Rise-
Wise. We also have letters with a QR in the office so please come and see us if you are having any problems, we are here to 
help.  

https://consent.bikeability.org.uk/fee-sin-knee 

https://nottsfosac.co.uk/events
https://consent.bikeability.org.uk/fee-sin-knee
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Traditional Tales, Untraditionally Told! Workshops for KS2 parents 
Please see the poster below about our exciting workshops for parents and carers in KS2, to join us in school to share short 
stories and build props and settings using Maker Skills! 
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Workshops and Meeting 

We have trained specific staff through the ‘Solihull Approach’, now 
called ‘Togetherness’ to support parents and carers further with different 
workshops. Miss Hayden and Miss Bailey have worked hard to prepare 
materials to support parents and carers with delivering different sessions 
about your child’s development. Please have a look at the poster for the 
workshops they will be covering. They are so excited to share this with 
you. 

The groups start at 9.00 with refreshments too. Please come and join 
us! We would love to see you every week. 

 

Swimming 

Classes swimming are Architects and Trailblazers.  

Bus arrives on Mount Street 9.45am – Please ensure children are in school for 

8.40am.   Swim time 10.15am  

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
If you would like to come along as a Parent helper please speak with Miss Brown or Miss Bailey. 
 
Message regarding attendance from Miss Horton 
 

Good Attendance at School is very important, every child should be in school EVERYDAY. It is the responsibility of Parents 
and Carers to notify the school when your child is absent.  
Where we have received no communication, home visits will be conducted on that day.  
 
Minor illness such as a headache, tummy ache and coughs and colds are not reason to be absent from school. Please give 
medication where needed and bring your child into school. If they become unwell, we will call you.  

FRIDAY Day of the week First swim session Last swim session Which classes are swimming? 

Spring 1-2 Friday 09.01.26 27.03.26 3MB/3EB  
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Getting our children to school on time  

Thank you to everyone that gets their child here on time every day.  Unfortunately we are seeing too 
many children arriving at school late. 

 
We know that some days things happen however children being late this week has equated to 2,318 

minutes of lost learning time which is 38 hrs. This equates to 5 whole school days!  

 
We want to promote positive habits towards punctuality to prepare children for the next stage of education and 
beyond  

  

The best way to do this is to get into good habits now.  

Please do all you can to get here on time every day, if you need any support please let us know.  

 

School PE kit 

Please can we have your help with ensuring pupils are wearing the correct PE kit.  
The indoor PE kit is a plain white T-shirt and black shorts.  
Our outdoor PE kit is a plain white T-shirt and black jogging bottoms/ tracksuit bottoms. 
Please could you help us by having your children not wear football kits. Our thanks in advance. 
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After school clubs 
If your child attends an after-school club that is sports related, please can they wear their school uniform all day and please 
can they bring their PE clothes in a bag and change into this after school – many thanks. 
 
 
 
We are a nut free school 

Please remember that we are a nut free school. Please do not provide packed lunch that contains nuts. Please 
be mindful that some chocolate spreads contain nuts. Thank you for co-operation. 
 

Many thanks. Miss Hayden 
 
Late arrival to school 
If you bring your child to school after the gate closes at 9am, you need to bring them into the office and give the reason that 
they are late. It is so important that all children arrive to school on time. When children arrive late, they miss vital learning 
time. School gates open and learning begins at 8.40am. Please ensure your child is on time every day. 
 

Breakfast Club.!!! 

 

Breakfast clubs benefit children by improving readiness to learn, behaviour, 
attendance, and academic attainment (especially reading, writing, and maths) 
through a nutritious meal and calm start to the day, while also boosting confidence, 
social skills, independence. 
 
We will provide a healthy meal and a structured, supportive environment with play 

and social time before lessons begin.  

Available every weekday morning 7.50am – 8.40am  

£1 per child per day.  

Please book Breakfast club and pay (in cash) for your child at the School Office. 
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A message about Arbor from the Office Team 

ARBOR   ACCESS       

SCAN QR CODE TO CREATE AN ACCOUNT 

We have sent out all Welcome messages now for parents join Arbor. Please check your 
emails, both inbox and junk. If you have any problems or have not received this email 
please come to the office and we will help you to set everything up.  

Welcome to Arbor! Forest Fields Primary School is using Arbor and has set up an 
account for you. 

To finish creating your account, you just need to reset a password. 

Your username is: the email address we have sent this email too, click ‘forgot password’ it will then ask you for 
your email address again and a password reset link will be sent to your inbox. Once completed you will log in and 
it will ask for your child’s date of birth. You will then be set up.  

It is important to set up your parent account as you will receive communications regarding events in school, trips 
and messages regarding your child. You can now sign your child up to attend trips and clubs on this portal too.  

If you have trouble or have general questions about the Parent Portal, please contact Forest Fields Primary School 
on 0115 915 6872 or come and see us in the office. We will be happy to help.  

All the best, 
Forest Fields Primary School 
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Food Bank  
Dear Parents/Carers, thank you to all who have donated so far. We would like your help by donating 
food for a charity to help families who are struggling with day to day living. We have a box in the School 
office, please feel free to come and donate. 
 

 
 
 
 
Contact details:  

Please can we strongly advise you to contact the office 
immediately when your contract details have changed recently (mobile numbers or 
address). This is really important we have up to date telephone numbers to all 
Parents/Carers on our system in case of any emergency.  

You can call the office on 0115 915 6872, or fill the below form and bring to 
the school office. 

Drinks/ water bottles 

As you know, it’s been very hot! Please could we have your continued support with sending your children 
with a water bottle every day. We would like to promote healthy eating and habits, so juices and other 

fizzy drinks are not allowed in school.   

 
Milk 

 
A reminder: 
If you would like your child to receive milk each day please ensure you 
sign up for milk directly with Cool Milk.  

www.coolmilk.com  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.coolmilk.com/
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Trips:  
Please see below a list of upcoming trips and events over the coming weeks. Please can you 
ensure your child wears appropriate clothing and footwear for a trip and for the weather on 
the day. Please note, whilst we make every intention for children to attend every trip, there 
may be a possibility that a trip can be cancelled on the day.  
 

Date  Day Trip Name Year Class 

          
2 0 2 6  

      

11/02/2026 Wednesday  Young Voices Concert - Sheffield Choir Choir 

12/02/2025 Thursday  Djanogly City Academy's school production of 'Oliver Y6 6SM 6MS 6EH 

25/02/2026 Wednesday  Synagogue trip - confirmed  Y6 
AM-6SM/6EH /PM-

6MS 

24/03/2026 Tuesday  Great Orchestra Experiment 2026!  - TBC   Choir 

March   Viking workshop - In School TBC Y4 in Berridge Hall  

15/04/2026 Wednesday  Y4 Visit to Central Library TBC Y4 4CR 

22/04/2026 Wednesday  Y4 Visit to Central Library TBC Y4 4JS / 4KJ 

25/06/2026 Thursday  Redwood Camp Residential  Y6 Y6  

15/07/2026 Wednesday  Twycross Zoo TBC  Y2 Y2 

          

          

    FREE Trip/Event     

    PAID for Trip/Event     

    Sport Events      

    Music/Choir events     

    Residential      

    In School      
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Clubs: 

CLUBS Overview  w/c 06/02/2026               

Day Name of Club 
Where is the 

club? 
Year Session 

Time 
starts  

Time 
finishes 

Date 
starts  

Date 
finishes  

                  

Monday Drumming 
Gladstone 
Classroom  

Open Invite Lunch  12.45 13.15 05-Jan 23-Mar 

  Drumming  
Gladstone 
Classroom  

5MG/6MS PM 15.30 16.15 05-Jan 23-Mar 

  Choir  Berridge Hall Y3-Y6 PM 15.30 16.30 05-Jan   

  6MS Tuition 6MS Y6 PM 15.30 16.00 05-Jan   

                  

Tuesday 
Drumming 

Gladstone 
Classroom  

Open Invite Lunch  12.45 13.15 
06-Jan 24-Mar 

  
Drumming  

Gladstone 
Classroom  

3ZM/4CR  PM 15.30 16.15 06-Jan 
24_Mar 

  Invasion Games Club Berridge Hall Y5/Y6 PM 15.30 16.30 06-Jan 10-Feb 

                  
Wednesday  Songwriting club  Music Room Y5/Y6 Lunch 12.45 13.15 07-Jan   

                  

                  
Thursday Area Band Gladstone Hall Y5/Y6 PM 15.30 17.00 08-Jan   

  Invasion Games Club Berridge Hall Y3/Y4 PM 15.30 16.30 08-Jan 12-Feb 

  Reading Tuition 6MS Y6 Lunch 12.45 13.15 08-Jan   

  Reading focus Tuition  6EH Y6 PM 15.30 ?     

  Reading Tuition 6SM Y6 PM 15.30 16.30 08-Jan   
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Our School Vision and Values 
 
Please continue to support us by asking your child about 
our School vision & values, as we will be using these every 
day, and praising our pupils when we see them use these 
daily. 
There is a table below that shows our FFPS school vision, 
values, rules and characteristics and how they work 
together. 
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Class Dojo 

 
Many thanks to all our parents who have signed into 
Class Dojo. We have decided to use Class Dojo as a way 
for pupils, parents and carers to see when staff award 
pupils with points towards their GDPPRR characteristics. 
GDPPRR characteristics stand for Gratitude, Duty, 

Personal Responsibility, Provision, Respectful This will enable parents and carers to see when 
their children have been given points towards each characteristic. When pupils attain 100 
points within a given characteristic, we will be inviting parents into school so they can see 
their child receive a special mention, and their badge! 
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Attendance & appointments 
Please could you try to book appointments for children out of school hours to avoid missing school. If this is not possible, please 
ensure you bring your child into school on the day of the appointment and then come back to pick them up for their 
appointment nearer to the time. This ensures that children’s learning loss is minimized and they can also book their school 
lunch.  
If you return your child to school in the afternoon following an appointment, please be aware the time the afternoon sessions 
start is 1.15 p.m. 
 
 
Lateness 
Please can you ensure your child is on time. Children are expected to arrive at school between 8.40am-9.00am (RMC time) 
daily. The school day starts at 9.00am and gates are closed then. Children arriving in school after 9.00am will be expected 
to sign in at the school office. Children arriving in school between 9.00am-9.15am will be considered late and will be issued 
with a late (L) mark in the register. The register closes at 9.15am and therefore any child arriving in school after 9.15am 
will be considered persistently late and will be issued with an unauthorised absence mark (U). 
We are having a rise is children arriving late to school, which has an impact on their learning. Regular latecomers are being 
monitored. If you are experiencing difficulties with punctuality and would like to talk to us about it, please make an 
appointment with the school office, to see the Deputy Headteacher Miss Hayden, or the Attendance Officer, Meena Rana. 
 
 
Persistent Absence 
An absence is defined as a persistent absence “Where absence escalates and pupils miss 10% or more 
of school (equivalent to 1 day or more a fortnight across a full school year)” (Working together to 
improve school attendance Guidance for maintained schools, academies, independent schools, and 
local authorities, Sept 2022) 
The chart shows how many children we have who are persistently absent. Please Parents and 
Carers, we need your help to reduce the number of children who are persistently absent by bringing your child/ children to 
school every day.  
 
 
Attendance 
This week, our whole school attendance is 94.1% and our target is 95% - this is such super news! Well done to Athletes, 
Strategists & Scholars for attending school so well this week, reaching 95% and above! Huge thanks to all our parents for 
bringing your children to school to raise our attendance percentage! We need your help, Parents and Carers, to continue to 
meet our target of 95% attendance. Our thanks in advance for your continued support. Please help your child’s class to be 
over 95% by attending school every day. 
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Reception & KS1 Attendance 

Group % Attendance 

Inventors F2AP 85.28% 

Investigators F2KS 92% 

Creators F2LC 88.94% 

Adventurers 1BTE 93.76% 

Designers 1MF 91.2% 

Enquirers 1SE 93.21% 

Performers 2CR 90.13% 

Athletes 2KA 95.46% 

Engineers 2MB 93.85% 
 

 

KS2 Attendance 

Group % Attendance 

Architects 3EB 92.26% 

Trailblazers 3MB 94.06% 

Composers 3ZM 93.82% 

Linguists 4CR 94.38% 

Curators 4JS 94.27% 

Philosophers 4KJ 92.73% 

Strategists 5BD 95.12% 

Innovators 5CU 91.87% 

Analysts 5MG 94.26% 

Scholars 6EH 96.56% 

Leaders 6MS 87.5% 

Entrepreneurs 6SM 94.62% 

 
Stay safe and be well.  
Shahida Chowdhury 

Mrs Shahida Chowdhury, Headteacher 
Work hard. Be kind. Take pride. 

Proud to be the Headteacher of Forest Fields, a “school … for everyone” 
where “Pupils are proud of their diverse friendships”… “and of the multilingual knowledge they have.” 
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Our School Development Plan for 2025 - 2026 

 
Every year we create a new School Development Plan, based on improving provision and outcomes for our children. 
Please see our summary on a page, that shows what we’re doing to improve our school this year. 
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Our FFPS school vision, values, rules and characteristics  
Please ask your children about our FFPS school vision, values, rules and characteristics below, what they are and 
when they use them. 
 

 
 
Reminder of Term Dates 2025 - 2026        
 

 
 
 


