
Geography – Spring 

Year 5 – How unique is the continent of South America?



Tropical Rainforest  
• Hot & moist all year round  
• Dense canopies of vegetation
• Trees form three different layers

(understory layer, canopy layer, emergent layer)    

Physical Geography Facts
• Amazon River - second longest in the world
• Amazon Rainforest – largest rainforest in the world
• Andes Mountain Range – longest in the world
• Atacama Desert – driest (non-polar) desert in the world
• Four climatic regions – tropical, temperate, arid, & cold
• Major Biomes – desert, alpine, tropical rainforest, grasslands

Human Geography Facts
• Forth largest continent
• Twelve countries
• Brazil – largest country
• Suriname – smallest country
• There are still uncontacted tribes

in the Amazon

Amazon Rainforest

‘Lungs of the world’ It absorbs over 40% of our global

pollution of carbon dioxide, and transforms this into the 

oxygen we need to breath.

A quarter of all natural medicines were discovered here.

Amazon Rainforest

Deforestation! 

Biomes – Key Features

Desert 
• Dry – low rainfall
• Extreme hot temperatures
• Scanty vegetation    

Alpine  
• Cold temperatures 
• Snow cover & high winds
• Scanty vegetation  

Grasslands 
• Hot & cold seasons
• Low rainfall 
• Thousands of species of plants


