
Geography – Spring 

Year 6 - Why does Climate Change Matter?



Natural Disasters

Floods            Drought           Wildfires       Cyclones

What is Weather?
Weather describes how the atmosphere in a place
behaves over weeks or less.
E.g., It could be wet or dry, sunny or cloudy.

What is Climate?
Climate describes the weather found in a certain
place over a long period of time. The climate
determines what kinds of plants can grow and
what kinds of animals can survive there. 

Climate Change
Climate change refers to the long-term changes
in global temperatures and weather patterns.
It describes regional changes – such as high and
Low temperatures and amount of rainfall. Scientists
Have observed that, overall, Earth is warming.

The Greenhouse effect

When fossil fuels are burned, harmful gases are released into the atmosphere. 

These gases create a kind of layer around the Earth, which traps heat and causes the 

temperature to rise.

The destruction of natural habitats from deforestation and intensive farming, also

contribute to the ever-increasing temperature of our planet.

Sustainability

All life on earth depends on the environment. 

The natural resources that come from the environment

include food, water, plants and minerals. Sustainability 

is the idea that humans must interact with the environment

in a way that ensures there will be enough resources left for

future generations.


